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(915 AT YHBER Economic and Political Weekly #If@Sits Abu Taher's

Last Testament: Bangladesh: The Unfinished Revolution @2 FTeics
O3t [ifae fFam 10es | it fofF @ee,

“In the first 'prong' Major-General Zia was to be rescued from
detention, and if at all possible, Brigadier Khaled Musharraf and
his associates were to be captured alive. The 'second prong' of
the mutiny was to be set in motion at the same time.
Demonstrations and processions supporting the insurrection
were to be organised for the morning of November 7, and the
"Twelve Demands' of the soldiers were to be made the
fundamental issue once Khaled's group had been defeated. Zia's
rescue would serve as a symbol of the uprising, while the
demands of the sepoys would constitute the principled basis of
the revolt. It was this second aspect, in addition to the ssupport
of thousands of people who poured into the streets of Dacca
(Dhaka) to cheer the rebel soldiers, which distinguished the
mutiny from the narrow conspiracies of August 15 and
November 3.” (Lifschultz, Lawrence : 1977).
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The euphoria of November 7 was not to last. T'he rebels
believed — from everything they knew of his personal history -
that although Zia might not support the revolutionary dimension
of the uprising, he would not actively oppose the establishment
of soldiers' committees. On the evening of the 7th Zia signed
the 'Twelve Demands' and committed himself to their
implementation. Whether it was a ruse or momentary conviction
remains an open question. But the backing the rebels gave Zia
proved to be their crucial error. They did not expect that Zia
would himself become the rallyting point of the rightist forces.
Lenin had remarked that there could not be a socialist revolution
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in a country unless half the country's army had become
revolultionaries first. While the uprising and its aftermnath
certainly brought many more into their ranks, the Bangladesh
Army on November 7 had clearly not reached the class-
conscious stage which Lenin considered the essential condition.
Perhaps only Shakespeare or Thucydides could do justice to the
painful drama of betrayal, courage, and death which followed
the mutiny. Two men- Zia and Taher - who once called each
other brothers, would bitterly break that bond over an issue
which in essence coutld be said to divide the entire
underdeveloped world. What would it be - revolutionary
socialism in one of the poorest of the world's nations, or a path
of capitalist development based on the largesse of the
Americans and the plans of the World Bank? On the 7th and
8th of November the mutiny pressed ahead in the country's other
military cantonments. Serious confrontations occurred between
officers and soldiers. In Dacca and Rangpur forty officers were
believed to have been killed by their men. Officers and their
families fled the cantonment areas. On the 9th of November a
senior military official claimed that less than 35 percent of the
officer cadre remained in control of their commands. The rest
had fled. A few of those killed were identified with Khaled
Musharraf's November 3 coup but others died as a result of
confrontations between officers and soldiers who were pressing
their Twelve Demands. While many officers had supported the
first prong' of the uprising which rescued Zia, they fiercely
resisted other demands. Numerous officers at this stage
attempted to 'resume command' of their troops and ordered them
back to barracks. Several units in turn told their commanders
that officers were no longer in command. Enlisted men were
reported to have ripped badges of rank off officers' lapels.
Commanders in various brigades and battalions were told they
must agree to the demand for the establishment of revolutionary
committees in each unit as the new organ of authority.
(Lifschultz, Lawrence:1977).
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